












Black-headed Python Aspidites melanocephalus

Black-headed pythons Aspidites melanocephalus are found across the north-
ern third of Australia and would have to be one of the most impressive looking 
pythons that our country has to offer. Their large size, shiny jet back heads 
and striped bodies look very imposing and to the average, snake-uneducated 
member of the general public they are a very scary looking animal. But as the 
saying goes, you can’t judge a snake by its cover. BHPs are nowhere near as 
ornery as their appearance would indicate. Once they are in the hands of their 
keeper and know they are safe, or that there is no food on offer, then they are 
generally pussycats.

However, the trick with BHPs is getting them into your hands without mis-
takes. One of their quirks is that they love to sleep on their basking site. When 

they are touched in this state, they almost jump out of their skin and can go immediately into a full defensive threat 
display. Once picked up they will usually calm down straight away. Alternatively, sometimes when they are touched, they 
assume food is on offering - and a hungry snapping BHP is a site to behold. One day I opened the cage of a very large 
female BHP and upon being woken from a sound sleep she decided that I was food and, rushing out of her cage at head 
height, she proceeded to try and grab me. She succeeded in forcing me back into to the cages behind where upon she 
nailed my hand (which was protecting my face) and then set about hauling me back into her cage for digestive purposes 
and without me having a say in the matter. “Diane, #$%@# ….. Help me, %$#@!”

Research has shown that in the wild BHP prey consists of a high proportion of reptiles. Probably for this reason, 
frequently they can be nightmares to start feeding as babies. Like the Stimson pythons, my strong advice when buying 
a BHP is to make sure it has been feeding well and consistently for some time. We won’t sell ours until they have been 
feeding well for at least two months and have shed a couple of times. 

Summing up BHPs, while they are beautiful snakes and will handle well, they 
are not for the faint hearted and not to be taken lightly when approaching 
them in their cages. Once feeding well on rodents, they are easy to maintain in 
captivity, although they are one of the harder snakes to breed consistently. Also, 
being natural reptile feeders, they are not a snake you should keep with others 
of their kind if you wish to avoid accidents.

Woma z

The final species in this short guide to snake selection is the Woma Aspidites ramsayi. My partner, Diane, adores 
womas. We have ended up with so many types and forms 
now that by number they are the most numerous type 
of snake we keep after carpet pythons. 

Womas are found all over central Australia and the 
coastal region of the Pilbara in WA. They are wonder-
ful captive snakes for many reasons; they are a stocky 
and compact terrestrial python with very simple cage 
needs; feeding problems are rare; they are not difficult to 
breed; they are inquisitive animals and put on great feed-
ing displays with frantic caudal luring and head bobbing 
behaviours and; they redefine the concept of being laid 
back. Once they are more than six months old, womas 
become completely relaxed about captive life. They are a 
joy to handle and as long as they know there is no food 
on offer, they are safe in the hands of the whole family. 

Diane loves them as babies because “they are so feisty with great threatening displays but don’t bite and only head butt 
you to say stay away”. Since Di does 90% of the husbandry care these days, she also likes them because they are amongst 
the most trouble free of captives.

An ordinary run-of-the-mill woma used to cost about $2,000, but recently they have dropped in price to some-
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where between a half and two thirds of this price. This trend is opening up the 
species for more people to enjoy. The majority of State Authorities (not SA) 
classify them as specialist animals and place all sorts of restrictions on keeping 
them. This is understandable given that there were very few in captivity until 
eight or so years ago and their needs were poorly understood. However, to-
day with 3rd and 4th generation captives readily available, they are one of the 
easiest and most enjoyable pythons 
to keep and are less of a specialist 
animal than BHPs, certainly less than 
many of the Children’s group, and 
less than some of the Morelia species 

too. Hopefully, the authorities will catch up with advances in the hobby soon 
and let them take their rightful place in Australian herp society.

The Won’t Bite & Cuddly Group

Snakes are predators and obligate carnivores. They don’t live in a complex social structure and have had no need to 
develop affectionate behaviour. As babies most things eat them and so being handled by a human 3.2 million times their 
weight is not an experience they seek out. With careful attention and patience some pythons can become quite relaxed 
with captivity. However, there are no snakes that won’t bite on occasion and certainly there are none that like to cuddle 
their keeper. At best, they become indifferent to their handler and enjoy the stimulation of removal from their normal 
cage surroundings and exposure to new stimuli.

It is not uncommon for us to receive emails at Southern Cross Reptiles asking which snakes won’t bite and would 
make a lovely pet. Recently a person told us that they had to sell their baby maculosus because it was too aggressive and 
scared them. They wanted to know if we thought their buying a young olive python was a good idea!!

Hells, bells if you want to buy a snake, but you want it to act like a cat on valium, then be honest with yourself and ask 
why do I really want to take on custodial responsibility for this animal. If you want a snake to be a cuddly little pet rather 
than enjoy it as the magnificent predator that it has evolved into over the last tens of millions of years, then I recommend 
you would be better off keeping earthworms or sticking with the non-biting and cuddly type pot plants. 

Summary

Pythons can be fascinating and wonderful creatures to care for and observe in captivity. Each species has its own 
quirks and characteristics and each snake its own unique personality. When buying a new snake you should think care-
fully about your objectives and be honest about your skills and abilities too.  I suggest you spend time doing research 
about a species or form of interest so that you know what you are getting into. Many folk that contact us are in a blis-
tering hurry to buy “a snake”. Don’t be. Part of the unique attributes of snakes is their slow metabolism and the very 
frugal way they approach life. If you want to experience the full benefit of owning them, you too need to slow down 
when dealing with them and take the time to enjoy the acquisition and keeping process. 

Handling

Feeding

Temperament

Hardiness

Breeding

Cost

Simon Stone (alias Doc Rock) began keeping reptiles when he was 8 years 
old. His nickname originated from Uni when he got his PhD in Biology. Simon 
and his wife, Diane, have worked together breeding pythons and goannas for 
the last couple of decades. Together, they now run Southern Cross Reptiles 
in Adelaide which specializes in breeding “top end” reptiles like the albino 
carpet pythons. Doc’s two greatest passions these days are developing 
spectacular new python variants and collecting books on reptiles.




